For Sapiens Who Dream

On March 10, 2018 two very different people met. One was
Yuval Noah Harari, the bestselling author and the Professor
of History at Hebrew University, Jerusalem and the other was
- Sharad Ashtekar, a young social entrepreneur based out of
Chandrapur. For Sharad, this moment marked a dream come

true.

Sharad had read Harari's Sapiens in 2015 and was inspired by

its scope and scholarship and decided, as a book seller, to

bring such books to the Marathi audience to which he catered.
For a young businessman this was a vision of great proportions as he was just planting his roots as a
book distributor in Maharashtra. This vision brought a new phase to his journey. His journey had begun
as a 10th standard drop out who fell in love with reading while he sold newspapers. Originally from
Ghoti village in Nashik district, Sharad learned the trade of a salesman from his father, selling snacks
on trains. He had also trained himself as he worked many jobs, from selling clothes to working in a

bank. But, it was love that brought him to selling books.

In 2010 he was visiting Chandrapur district in Vidarbha to meet a friend and he could not find the
books he wanted to gift her. Then unemployed, he soon decided to move to Chandrapur to sell books
and also be close to the girl he was in love with. With 4000 rupees in his pocket he started his career as
a book seller in areas where no one considered attempting such an enterprise. With no training in, or
knowledge of the industry, he acquired everything through hard experience and that is always costly.
As he himself says, during this period, he lived on 'sometimes biscuits, sometimes biryani'. But, slowly
and steadily, 'Maay Marathi Book Distribution’ took shape. What began as door to door selling of
books soon graduated to exhibitions in colleges and other institutes. He now regularly sets up book
exhibitions at district and taluka level and in the last four years since Sharad has begun maintaining
data, he has sold over 2 lakh books across the districts in East Vidarbha, spreading the joy of the

culture of reading!



Sharad began Madhushree Publication (www.madhushreepublication.com) with the explicit goal of

bringing in Marathi the kind of books most people should be reading. As a young man, Sharad had a
keen social awareness and felt the need to do his share to make the world a better place. It was this
desire that attracted him to SEARCH (social organization founded by Padma Shri Dr. Abhay and Dr.

Rani Bang) in Gadchiroli district and to NIRMAN, a program to nurture and organize the youth who
hold aspirations of solving social challenges. It was in NIRMAN that he received the perspective of
looking at his work as a book seller in terms of a social entrepreneur. It was a vision that Sharad had
and NIRMAN helped him articulate it in real terms. He now regularly discusses his experiences and

shares his learnings with the ongoing batches of Nirmaanites, who, like him, hope to one day create an

impact.
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But bigger than that was
meeting noted Israeli historian
‘Yuval Noah Harari and purchas-
ing Marathi ion rights of

Alibaba: The House That jack Ma
Built and Yusufji Salim's

Ambedkar: The Attendant’s
Details,

the author’s two best-sellers,
Homo Dues: A Brief History for
Tomorrow and 21 Lessons for the
2istCentury.

By August 15, Ashtekar’s
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that Marathi language publish-
ingdidn't offerits readers trans-
lations from non-fiction titles.
Out of the state’s 36 districts,
close to22 don't have proper
bookstores,” Ashtekar says.
Twoyears ago, with the idea
ofgiving regional readers a slice
of globally-acclaimed literature,

current events, reportage, travel,
popular science, environment,

business. The books are sold
through

ture will gain momentum.
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ﬂlelrrdevanceand populantym

but also on e-purchasing plat-
forms such as Amazon, Flipkart,
BookGanga,among others.
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His publlcauon 's first book,
Swati Chaturvedi's | Am A Troll,
has sold about 4,000 copies so

Which s why,a copy of Harari's
21 Lessons..., originally priced
Rs 700, will be sold for Rs 500,
whereas most other books are

soldbetween therangeofRs 250 ¢

and 300. Harari had signed
Ashtekar’s copy of Homo Deus
with the words, The future s in
yourhands'.
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Madhushree Publication, the publication agency that Sharad started, has a vision to bring out in
Marathi books that would expand people’s mental horizons and has an emphasis on excellence. It is
accomplishing this by procuring the rights of and publishing in Marathi translations of books that are
jewels in a wide array of topics - from | am a Troll to Surely, You Aree Joking Mr. Feynmann and from
The Art of Thinking Clearly to Zero to One. The list of published as well as upcoming books by
Madhushree Publication consists of eminent authors like Richard Dawkins, Jared Diamond, Nobel
Laureate Daniel Kahneman and Venki Ramakrishnan, Jordan Peterson, Pranay Lal, David Christian
and Neil DeGrasse Tyson. While it was Sharad's dream to bring Sapiens in Marathi, his meeting with
Harari finalized the acquisition of the translation rights to Harari's next two books, Homo Deus and
21st Lessons for the 21st Century (since rights of Marathi translation of Sapiens had already been given
by then). This event and the story behind it are summarized by the two quotes that Harari' wrote on his
signed copies for Sharad. On Sapiens, Harari' wrote ‘From one Sapiens to another' and on Homo Deus
he wrote "The future is in your hands'. And indeed the future is in the hands of all those who dream and
work tirelessly to bring the dreams into reality. Sharad’s journey from a 10th failed newspaper boy to a

successful publisher of Nobel Laureates’ books is an inspiration for all the sapiens to dream!

- Pranjal Koranne, pranjal.pk@gmail.com

Pranajal has completed his Masters in English Studies from IIT Madras and is currently a

NIRMAN Fellow working for creating a reading culture in tribal ashram schools
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Marathi Translation of the 21 lessons for the 21st century
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